
FALL SPORTS – SPECTATOR INFORMATION 
9/10/2020 

 

On September 2, 2020, Governor Tom Wolf amended his guidance on K-12 athletics to include the 

attendance of spectators at athletic competitions.  Unfortunately, the Governor’s updated guidance 

kept the mandated gathering limitations (25 for indoor events & 250 for outdoor events) on individuals 

in attendance (including athletes, coaches, game help, security, etc.).  To convolute the matter further, 

House Bill 2787 was passed by both the PA House of Representatives and PA Senate, which would allow 

individual school districts the ability to determine the capacity of their facilities for athletic 

competitions.  What does this mean for Mercer sports and extracurricular activities?  Until such time 

that HB 2787 becomes law, we are mandated to adhere to the 25/250 gathering limits set forth by the 

Governor’s Plan for Phased Reopening.   

Therefore, no spectators will be permitted to attend any indoor Fall sporting events (Middle School 

Girls’ Basketball games and JV/Varsity Volleyball matches) as the student athletes, coaches, and game 

help will comprise the entire 25 individual gathering limitation.  

Based on attendance calculations from previous school years, spectators from both home and visiting 

teams will be permitted for the following outdoor athletic competitions: Middle School & Varsity Cross 

Country, Varsity Boys’ Soccer, Varsity Girls’ Soccer, Middle School Soccer, and Middle School Football.  

The district will monitor spectator attendance for these competitions.  Should spectator attendance 

approach the 250 gathering limitation, adjustments will be made to the number of spectators permitted 

from the visiting school’s team.     

Lastly, Varsity Football games have always exceeded 250 individuals in attendance when including 

student athletes, coaches, members of the marching band, cheerleaders, officials, game help and 

spectators.  Because the number of student athletes and coaches will vary for each of the visiting 

schools, a new calculation for the number of tickets available for spectators will need to be completed 

for each of the home Varsity Football game this season.   

For this Saturday’s Varsity Football game vs. Kennedy Catholic High School, the 250 individuals that will 
be allowed within the school district facility will include the following: 

 Members of the Mercer Varsity football team (players & coaching staff) 

 Members of the Kennedy Catholic Varsity football team (players & coaching staff) 

 Members of the Mercer Varsity Football cheerleading squad & the advisor 

 Members of the Mercer High School Marching Band & their advisors 

 PIAA game officials 

 Game & event staff (security, clock operator, announcer, athletic trainer, doctor, etc.) 

 Each 11th grade & 12th grade student that is a member of the Varsity Football team, Varsity 
Cheerleading squad, and Marching Band will be provided with two (2) tickets for the game to 
allow members of their family (parents, grandparents, siblings, etc.) to attend.  

 NO SPECTATORS FROM VISITING SCHOOLS WILL BE PERMITTED AT THIS TIME.  
 
All spectators that attend the game on Saturday evening will be required to show their ticket in order to 
gain access to the facility (parking lot & stadium).  Individuals that do not have a ticket will be asked to 
leave immediately. Please note: there will be no fee for entry into the game on Saturday evening.  



Those that are unable to attend a fall sport event will be able to access a weblink to watch a livestream 
of these contests. The exact weblink for each sport will be placed on both the school district website and 
shared through the school district’s social media platforms.  
Additional information regarding the protocols & procedures for spectators attending fall sporting 
events will be released in the near future. 
 
If you have any questions or need any additional information regarding the protocols and procedures 
please contact the central office (724-662-5100).  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Ronald R. Rowe, Jr., Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
Mercer Area School District 


